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The United Nations Educational, Science and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
hereby invites qualified companies to submit tenders for the Mid-term Evaluation of 
the UN Ocean Decade which will take place between October 2024 and April 2025. 
The tentative timeframe for the evaluation is as follows: 

Inception Phase in October 2024 
Data Collection Phase October 2024 – January 2025 
Draft Evaluation Report by 31 January 2025 
Final Evaluation Report by April 2025 

 
The purpose of this notice is to provide general information on the requirements for 
the procurement process and to inform interested suppliers how to obtain a copy of 
the Solicitation Documents.  
 
External expertise is required in evaluating multistakeholder global programmes / 
initiatives, ocean science, and partnerships development / resource 
mobilization. A team of at least two core members, i.e., one team leader and/or a 
senior evaluator and a subject matter expert is recommended, but alternative and 
larger teams will also be considered. 
 
Proposals are sought from companies with the following qualifications: 
 
The firm / legal entity:  
• must have been registered as a company for at least three years. 
• must have at least three previous contracts/references.  
 
Team Leader and/or Senior evaluator: 
• An advanced University degree at master’s level or equivalent in evaluation, 

political science, social sciences, economics, public administration, or any 
field related to the topic of the evaluation. 

• Broad expertise in project/programme evaluation, with a minimum of 10 
years of professional experience in this field demonstrating a strong record in 
designing, conducting and leading evaluations, particularly of complex 
multistakeholder programmes or initiatives.  

• Good knowledge of institutions and partners engaged in ocean science and 
research and a strong understanding of the UN system.  

• At least 7 years of working experience acquired at the international level or in 
an international setting. 

• Excellent oral communication skills in English  
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• Analytical and demonstrated excellent drafting skills in English (shown in a 
sample of work). 

 
Subject matter expert(s): 
• An advanced University degree at master’s level or equivalent in areas 

relevant to the topic of the evaluation such as oceanography, marine biology 
or any related field 

• At least 7 years of professional experience in ocean science  
• Good knowledge of institutions and partners engaged in ocean science and 

research and a strong understanding of the UN system.  
• At least 7 years of professional experience working with multistakeholder 

partnerships / resource mobilization 
• Excellent oral communication in English  
• Demonstrated excellent report writing skills in English  
 
The proposed team members should collectively have the following mandatory 
qualifications:  
• At least three examples of conducting assignments for the UN 
• Working knowledge of French and Spanish 
• Examples of work demonstrating understanding and application of UN 

mandates in Human Rights and Gender Equality and/or of gender- and 
culturally sensitive approaches in evaluation 

 
Desirable qualifications 
• Work experience(s) leading studies, research and/or evaluations in ocean 

sciences 
• Knowledge of UNESCO-IOC and UN-Oceans’ members thematic areas of 

work  
• Working knowledge of other UN languages (Russian, Arabic, Chinese).  
 
If there are several team members, preference will be given to a gender-balanced and 
culturally diverse team. 
 
Interested companies who wish to participate in this Open International Competition 
must request a complete set of Solicitation Documents, available free of charge, 
from the UNESCO contact persons at the email addresses shown below.  
 
The tenders with separate technical and financial proposals must be delivered by email 
to ios@unesco.org on or before 15/09/2024 at 23:59 hours CEST, in strict 
compliance with the instructions as stipulated in the Solicitation Documents.  
 
UNESCO reserves the right to amend the documents at any time during the 
solicitation process. Any amendments or clarifications will be communicated directly 
to all Bidders who have requested for a complete set of solicitation documents and 
officially confirmed their intention to submit a sealed tender. No remuneration will be 
made to companies for preparation and submission of their tenders. 
 
UNESCO Contact Information: 
UNESCO Division of Internal Oversight Services, Evaluation Office 
Attn: Ekaterina SEDIAKINA RIVIERE and Savannah SAUNDERS 
E-mail: e.sediakina@unesco.org and s.saunders@unesco.org  
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